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as cleverly as the story of the three Tiens of Judas tree fame.
It is hoped that after hearing this story, brothers lacking k
harmony will take heed and try to emulate these three brothers.
The couplet says well:
If one wants to know things that happen in this world
One must read the books of the ancients.7
The events of this story took place during the reign of Ming Ti
(AJ>. 58-75) of the Eastern Han Dynasty. At that time the empire
was tranquil and the people happy in their pursuits; the court
echoed with the song of the phoenix and the "mountains and
forests" 8 were not disturbed by the sighs of unemployed talents.
Now in the Han Dynasty the officials were not picked through a
system of examinations as is done today, but through the recommen-
dations of the provincial authorities. Although there were such cate-
gories of candidates as Learned Scholars and Righteous Worthies,
the most esteemed title was that of Filial-and-Honest For one who
is filial to his parents is bound to be loyal to his prince, and he who
is honest is bound to be just and benevolent to the people under his
charge. During the Han Dynasty a man who was recommended
for this esteemed title was immediately given an official post to
fill. If things had been the same during that ancient time as they
are nowadays, when even in the district examinations thousands of
letters of recommendation are received by the examiners, the coveted
title would have gone to young men of rich and noble families,
and those who were poor would have had no chance whatsoever,
were they as filial as Tsengtzu or as scrupulously honest as Po Yi.
But this was not the case in the Han Dynasty because of a won-
derful system they had. If a man recommended turned out ti> be
good and capable, not only was he promoted rapidly himself but
the recommending official was also rewarded. Conversely, if tiie
recommended man turned out to be worthless and corrupt, aot
only was he dismissed or punished according to his desert but his
7 Two lines frequently introduced by story tellers.
8 As opposed to the "court."